
Water Safety 
is 

Everyone's 
Responsibility

Injury Prevention Program
The Florida Department of Health, Injury 
Prevention provides the statewide 
coordination and expansion of injury 
prevention activities (data collection, 
surveillance, education and the promotion of 
interventions) through and with communities, 
county health departments and other state 
agencies with expertise and guidance in 
injury prevention.

1-877-362-5033

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A22
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1722

FloridaHealth.gov/Injury
WaterSmartFL.com

WATER SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY.

Florida leads the country in drowning 
deaths of children ages 1–4.

Drowning is silent and only takes a minute.

The monetary cost of drowning in Florida 
for a year is greater than $15 million.

The Residential Swimming Pool Safety Act, 
F.S. Chapter 515, requires only one physical 
barrier for pools built after 2000.

Over 90% of Florida’s home swimming 
pools were built before the law.

The Florida Department of Health strongly 
recommends multiple barriers to help 
ensure safety and using “layers of 
protection” to help prevent drowning.

WaterSmartFL is a state drowning
prevention task force created in partnership 
with the Florida Department of Health, Injury 
Prevention Program and the Florida Alliance of 
YMCAs. The statewide task force promotes the 
importance of keeping children safe when in or 
near the water by incorporating “layers of 
protection”: supervision, barriers, and  
preparedness.
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Drowning is  
preventable.






